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IM THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in tha 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for classifying consumers in clusters, 
comprising: 

generating a pluralily of classification trees based on behavioral and 
demographic data for a set of consumers, each of said classification trees producing a 
consumer duster set Howin^ . pinralitv of nonsumer clusters; and 

searching said consumer cluster sets for an optimal consumer cluster set that 
optimizes a measure of the behavioral and demographic data, said optimal consumer 
cluster set having a plurality of optimal con^ymer clusters et^oRSumefS. 

...h nnnsur- T conrnmBrs is Included in only one of the 
nnnsumer clt i^t^rft in each ronsi imer cl uster seL 

v^hei^m consume,^ in each optimal consumer cluster of said plurality of oetimal 
consumer dusters have substantially similar behavioral and demographic 
characteristics to each other and dlffeient behavioral or demographic characteristics 
from consumers in all other optimal consumer clusters of said plurality of OBtimal 
consumer clusters. 

2. (Previously Amended) The method of classifying consumers according to 
Claim 1, wherein said classification trees use Zhang's methodology. 
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3. (Previously Amended) The method Of Classifying consumers according to 
Claim 1, wherein said searching uses a partitioning program. 



4. (Currently Amended) A segmentation system for classifying consumers in 
clusters, comprising: 

means for generating a plurality of classification trees based on betiavioral and 
demographic data for a set of consumers, each of said classification trees producing a 
consumer cluster set h^Vm . niuralitv of consumer clusters; and 

means for searching said consumer cluster sets for an optimal consumer cluster 
set that optimizes a measure of the behavioral and demographic data, said optimal 
consumer cluster set having a plurality of optimal consumer clusters ot«e«suf«er5. 

.nn...n..r in the ^ n.n.nm^rs is inoluded in only one of the 
nonsumer cl"^ters in each ^neiimpr cluster set. 

wherein consumers in each nntimBi consumer cluster of said plurality of oetimal 
consumer clusters have substantially similar behavioral and demographic 
characteristics to each other and different behavioral or demographic characteristics 
from consumers in all other optimal consumer clusters of said plurality of optimal 
cx)nsume_r clusters. 



5. (Previously Amended) The segmentation system according to Claim 4. 
wherein said classification trees use Zhang's methodology. 
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6. (Previously Amended) The segmentation system according to Claim 4. 
wherein said means for searching uses a partitioning program. 

7. (Currently Amended) A segmentation system for classifying consumers in 
clusters, comprising: 

a partitioning module adapted to create classification trees to define consumer 
cluster sets ehistefs based on behavioral and demographic data for a set of consumers. 
P^f^h consumer r^liLster set ha> ^nn ^ nluralitv of consumer clusters; 

a profile definitions module for supplying profile definitions data to said 
partitioning module; and 

a cluster assignments module for storing the consumer cluster sets dustefs 
generated by said partitioning module, 

wh^rftin aanh consumer in the set of r nnsiimers is incliiried in only ong of t^e 
consumer dusters in each consumer cluster set , 

wherein said partitioning module generates an optimal classification tree that 
optimizes a measure of the behavioral and demographic data resulting in an optimal 
.^, ^...m^rnl..f;ter set having a plurality of optimal consumer clusters with consumers In 
each optimal consumer cluster of said plurality of optimal consunQer clusters having a 
8ub$tantial similar behavioral and demographic characteristics to each other and 
different behavioral and demographic characteristics from consumers in all other 
optimal consumer dusters of said plurality of optimal consumer clusters. 
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8. (Original) The segmentation systenn according to Clainn 7, furtlier 
comprising: 

a summarization module adapted to generate summary data, said summary data 
being a summarization of data contained in said cluster assignments module; and 

a summary data module adapted to store said summary data. 

9. (Original) The segmentation system according to Claim 7, wherein said 
profile definition module comprises a database. 

1 0. (Original) The segmentation system according to Claim 7 . wherein said 
profile data module comprises an electronic file. 

1 1 . (OriginaD The segmentation system according to Claim 7, wherein said 
segment definitions module comprises a dbase file. 



1 2. (Original) The segmentation system according to Claim 7, wherein said 
cluster assignments module comprises a dbase table. 



1 3. (Original) The segmentation system according to Claim 7, wherein said 
partitioning module uses Zhang's methodology to create classification trees. 
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